
March 5, 2018  

Good afternoon Oak Hill Families, 
 

It has been an emotional first week back from February vacation. In response to the events                
in Florida, I’d like to follow-up Dr. Fleishman’s message about school safety to describe how               
we prioritize keeping our students safe at Oak Hill. There are several steps we practice to                
build a safe, welcoming and inclusive school. Our faculty and staff work closely together to               
establish positive relationships with our children including Community Fridays, lunch          
groups, and after school/extension activities to list a few, and we communicate regularly             
with students’ families to share strategies to make sure that the work we are doing at                
school is most effective.  
  
In addition to emphasizing a welcoming and inclusive school culture, we also take physical              
safety and security seriously at Oak Hill. There is a school safety team that meets regularly.                
The team consists of administration, counselors, custodians, and support staff. Together,           
we plan routine evacuation fire drills and lockdown drills and the team provides staff              
information for school safety protocols that are in place. We incorporate important safety             
resources that have been organized by Newton’s district safety team to improve and refine              
our own procedures and protocols. We have already conducted fire drill evacuations and a              
lockdown drill this year in collaboration with the Newton Police Department to practice             
safety protocols and keep everyone up-to-date with the appropriate procedures. 
 
National Student Walk Out, March 14 
Several students across the three grades have approached their teachers about wanting to             
participate in the National Student Walk Out at 10am on Wednesday, March 14. I believe it                
is important to support our students’ ability to exercise their right to express themselves in               
thoughtful ways, and to respect differing viewpoints so all students feel comfortable and             
welcome in school on that day. I am meeting with a group of student leaders today and                 
with my faculty on Tuesday. Our goal is to support student leadership and their plans for                
civic engagement and ensure a safe and orderly school day that makes sure that all               
students feel comfortable and welcome in school regardless of their interest in            
participating. As we discuss more about specific plans for the 14th with students, I will               
share more details in a follow-up parent letter later this week. If you have any questions,                
please reach out to me.  
 
Best, 
John 
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Black History Month - Continues into March 
 

 

 
In conjunction with Black History Month, our school is planning activities to recognize the 
accomplishments and contributions of African-Americans to our history. In the main lobby, 
there is a bulletin board that shares the biographies of many important figures. Also, 
throughout this week, there will be a school-wide trivia game where students will hear 
over the announcements about a biography of a different African-American each day and 
have the chance to guess the person. The information will be added to the bulletin board 
each day. We are pursuing other activities including inviting guest speakers to meet with 
students. If you have other ideas and would like to help support our work with Black 
History Month,  please email me.  
 
Courageous Conversations About Race: Faculty Training  
As you have likely noted on your calendars, this Thursday, March 8th is an early release day 
for all students. On this day, our faculty and staff will participate in Courageous 
Conversations training, which is part of a district-wide initiative to create greater 
understanding about the impact of race and racial identity on the school experience. This 
training is part of our commitment to becoming a more culturally responsive district in 
which all students consistently feel connected to school and achieve at high levels. Training 
will also continue during our Tuesday afternoon meetings later in March. Please click here 
if you’d like to read more about these trainings.  
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Lp6gu1RvEodEA3vS_WbivlHWBql9wruCfkbvN8cMx3Q/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Lp6gu1RvEodEA3vS_WbivlHWBql9wruCfkbvN8cMx3Q/edit


 
Please encourage your child to search the lost and found clothes bin:  
We have accumulated dozens of jackets, sweatshirts, hats and gloves this winter. Our plan              
is to donate these items to the Big Brother and Big Sisters of New England. If your child is                   
missing something, please encourage them to check the bin before March 12. 
 

  
 
Oak Hill Parent Social: This Thursday night, March 8 at 7pm at Union Street! 
Are you an Oak Hill parent? Are you interested in meeting other Oak Hill parents? Come                
join us for a fun night at Union Street restaurant in Newton Center. Mingle with other Oak                 
Hill parents, eat, drink and win prizes! It's not always easy to meet other parents once the                 
kids get to middle school. So come mingle with us and get to know your middle school                 
community! (Ticket proceeds will help support the Oak Hill PTO Spring Arts & Sciences              
Enrichment programs.)  Click here for the link to the flyer and ticket information! 
 
 
Registration for Spring Athletics opens Monday, March 5 and closes on March 16: 
Click here for all the spring athletics registration information. 
Families must register all student athletes and enter basic contact and medical information 
on the FamilyID site for our school. Registration through Family ID will be only open from 
8:00 AM on Monday, March 5 and close at 8:00 PM on Monday, March 19. Please 
register during these two weeks; there will not be extensions to the registration period 
because we anticipate many students trying out and team rosters to be filled. Note that 
each participant must be registered before participating in concussion testing and 
tryouts.  Please understand that students will not be allowed to attend a tryout until 
your family has registered through FamilyID, had concussion testing at school and 
submitted an up-to-date physical. Tryouts will begin the week of March 26 (weather 
permitting) The tryout schedule will be shared after registration has closed and we have 
our final numbers.  
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/oak-hill-parents-social-tickets-43658183803
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16LL2hMOuMJ150pNuy43NK8XSUEWQNpgZxHmeNPdeJkc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.familyid.com/pages/home
https://www.familyid.com/pages/home
https://www.familyid.com/pages/home


 
Some important reminders of coming events & programs in March and April: 
 

6th Grade Global Goals Exposition, Thursday, March 22 at 8am!  
The Global Goals for Sustainable Development are a plan by the           
United Nations to create a better world for all by the year 2030. The              
goal of the Global Goals Exposition on Thursday March 22nd, is to            
promote awareness of these goals and celebrate student learning         
about the goals. Sixth grade classrooms will be filled with          
presentations on the Sustainable Development Goals, and students        
will discuss their work and share their findings. We hope you may            

be able to attend! More information soon to follow! 
 
Newton Family Conference at Newton North High School - Date to be re-announced 
The goal of the Newton Family Conference is to advance dialogue around issues of race, 
culture, and identity; create opportunities for families of color within NPS to meet each 
other; and to build relationships between families of color and white families within the 
district. The family conference is one way in which the Newton Public School District is 
seeking to create culturally responsive school communities.  Participants of this conference 
will attend workshops on “Courageous Conversations About Race” facilitated by NPS 
trained facilitators. In addition, workshops organized by affinity groups will meet to 
discuss challenges and opportunities in creating culturally responsive school communities. 
To facilitate your participation, limited childcare, provided by Newton classroom aides and 
high school students, will be available for children in grades K-5. To RSVP, please click 
here:  
 
Families Organizing for Racial Justice 
Tuesday, March 13th  6:30p-8:30pm at Angier Elementary - Family FORJ Meeting with 
kids invited to participate. This evening will be a great opportunity for families to get to 
know each other and for us to learn from our children new ideas for how to work for racial 
justice and build strong communities in our schools. 
 
Navigating the Cyber World:  Tuesday, March 27 from 6:45pm to 8:00 p.m. in the 
Brown Middle School Auditorium: 
There will be an informative Parent Workshop sponsored by the Brown Middle School PTO 
and the Middlesex Partnerships for Youth, Inc.  Geared for parents, this workshop reviews 
the challenges that may arise through use of the Internet, social media and smartphones. 
This workshop explains the issues and possible consequences from cyberbullying, sexting 
and revealing identifying information to strangers. 
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http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2018-newton-family-conference-tickets-42724185188
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2018-newton-family-conference-tickets-42724185188


 
 
Support Oak Hill’s Effort to Reduce Plastic Bottle Waste:  
Send $7 with your child to buy an Oak Hill Water Bottle! 
 

 
 

 

In an effort to promote the healthy habit of drinking water throughout t
day and to reduce the use of  plastic disposable bottles, we recently 
invested in a brand-new water bottle filling station outside the cafeteria
We would like to invite you to send in $7 with your child so he/she can 
purchase an official Oak Hill Water Bottle. They are the perfect size for 
keeping hydrated and fitting in student’s backpacks. The proceeds from
these bottles will support our after school clubs and athletic programs -
including the Oak Hill Recycling Club led by Ms. McCormick. 

 
MCAS 2018: Please make every effort to avoid scheduling any appointments on the test              
dates.  Click here for full MCAS Schedule ...Testing begins April 6 & 9 w/ Gr. 7 ELA 
 
After-School Clubs (Excellence, Enrichment, and Exploration - EEE clubs) 

● Click here for the listing of March clubs, the room and faculty advisor. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o7r7TBo4BGqSeqXs5vS8M4bIHHgJzS0r53N3Gmvv_XA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/domain/980

